




üComplete 4-H Project

üMake Money $$$

üParticipate at Fair

üCompete at Fair

üRate of Gain

üShowmanship

üClass Winner

üGrand Champion

üCounty Fair

üState Fair

üJr. Nationals



Muscle

Structure

Evaluation of Finish

Balance and Style

Market Animal Priority Traits 



Profile Views









Reading the physical build of the animal and 
choosing feeds that accentuate their good 

attributes, and correcting their 
negative attributes. 



Environment
Phenotype

EnvironmentGenetics



Pen Space



Cattle: 101.5

Sheep: 102 -103

Goats: 102 -103

Pigs: 101-102



Good Health Practices
Work with your Breeder and Veterinarian on a good vaccination program

De-Worm:

Cattle- every 90 days

Sheep/Goat- every 30 days

Pigs- every 45-60 days

FRESH water, NOT refill water

*Attempt Cool Water, not hot

Clean Feeders

Fresh, Clean, Bedding



Know your feed tag!
Protein- Growth, Muscle development

Fat- Calories, body condition

Fiber- Guts, fill, rib depth and spring

Medication- Health, Growth, Prevention

Directions- How much to feed

Warnings- Any precautionary measures



ÅEffective in 2017
Å6 month prescription for medicated feed

ÅMust be kept on record by all parties involved for 2 years

1.Linco

2.OTC

3.CTC

4.Tylan/ Tylosin

5.Pulmotil

6.Nuflor



FEEDING METHODS

Self 
Feeding

Full 
Feeding

Hand
Feeding



ÅAnimals on self feeders or fed more than 3 
meals/day will grow faster

ÅPigs will struggle in the starter-grower phase if 
only fed 2 meals/day at younger age 

ÅAs pigs get heavier, might need to move to 
individual pan feedings closer to fair

ÅBarrow or gilt

ÅWater source

ÅHeat

Feeding Suggestions 



ÅAverage rate of gain: 1.7#/day
ÅRanges from 1.2-2.5#/day
ÅAverage Feed to Gain Ratio:  3:1
ÅPigs will eat 3# of feed to gain 1#
ÅHave access to a scale and weigh pigs 

often
ÅEvaluate dietary nutrient density of feed
ÅHigh energy or low?

Tracking Weights



ÅMinimum weight is 230#

Keys to success
Å#ÁÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÏÆÆ  ȰÈÏ× ÂÉÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÉÇ ÌÏÏËÓȱ
ÅWeight
Å# of days left until the show 
ÅCombination of weight and days will determine your feed 

rations
ÅStay on track to avoid panic
ÅNot impossible to add weight fast but is hard in the heat

Tracking Weights



Will My Project
Make Weight??



ÅJimmy weighs his pig every week from May 1-31st

ÅThe ADG = 1.8#
ÅWeight on May 31 was 130#
ÅFair weigh in is August 2nd

ÅMay 31-August 2nd = 62 days 
Å1.8# x 62 days= 112# 

Å130 + 112 = 242#

Tracking Weights

Will it make 
weight?? 



Know that your show animal is getting a 
consistent diet by weighing feeds to 
measure EVERY TIME!

-.Ï ȰÆÕÌÌ ÂÕÃËÅÔÓȱ

-.Ï ȰÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÃÁÎÓȱ

-!ÖÏÉÄ Ȱ3ÃÏÏÐȱ -ÅÁÓÕÒÉÎÇ

*Use a scale for complete feed and a 
measuring cup for supplements.



Protein

ɆGrowth & 
Muscle 
Development

ɆDictates speed 
of growth

ɆDegree of 
muscling

Fat

ɆEnergy source

ɆDetermines 
body condition

ɆSupply 
essential fatty 
acids

Lysine

ɆEssential 
amino acid to 
drive protein 
synthesis

ɆProtein & 
Lysine work 
together



Key Components in Pig Feeds



Key Components in Pig Feeds



COMES DOWN TO PREFERENCE



Add Condition & Mass

ɆStay on a 18-16% feed until bloomed 
up

ɆFull access to feeder

ɆNeed high protein & fat feed

ɆAdd additional fat supplement

ɆSlop feeds

ɆLimit exercise



Maintain

ɆModerate protein & fat feed

ɆEx: 16% Protein, 5% Fat

ɆDetermine muscle density to maintain 
freshness

ɆFull access to feeder until closer to fair

ɆLet them coast

ɆAdd fine tuning supplements closer to show 
day 60-30 days

ɆExercise moderately 



Hold
ɆProtein level depends on muscle density

Ɇ(ÉÇÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÔÅÉÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÇÁÉÎ

ɆLower fat levels needed

ɆMix in high fiber sources

ɆSteam rolled oats

ɆSoybean hulls

ɆBeet pulp

ɆWheat midds

ɆHand/pan feeding meals

ɆExercise daily








